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Markscheme for History Classroom Essays at IB Level

History classroom essay assignments are marked out of 20 using the following markscheme. Timed essays in examination conditions will be marked using the standard IB markscheme.
L1: 0-3 marks; L2 = 4-5 marks; L3 = 6-7 marks; L4 = 8-10 marks; L5 = 11-14 marks; L6 = 15-17 marks; L7 = 18-20 marks.
	Name of student: 
	Total Mark: 

	Title of Essay: 

	
	1 mark
	2 marks
	3 marks
	4 marks
	Comment (if necessary)

	Introduction 
	Descriptive.
Introduction ‘sets the scene’ and defines key terms as appropriate.
	Informative.

Introduction clearly outlines how the essay will be structured, using keywords from the question.

	Focuses in
Introduction additionally summarises what the essay will seek to prove
	
	

	Conclusion
	Informative

Conclusion summarises the main points made in the essay.

	Focuses out
Conclusion additionally establishes what lessons this topic provides for today.
	
	
	

	Topic Sentences (opening paragraph sentences)
	Narrative structure, with analysis "bolted-on" to the facts and / or structure of the essay is unclear and confusing.
	Opening paragraph sentences are factual statements.
	Opening paragraph sentences are arguments, but do not link together consistently.
	Opening paragraph sentences are arguments, and link together consistently to provide a ‘path’ of argument.
	

	Breadth (important keywords in the title, themes, people, time periods)
	Obvious demands of the question are only partially addressed.
	Obvious demands of the question are basically addressed.
	Obvious demands of the question are fully addressed.
	
	

	Depth (use of evidence)
	Satisfactory use of classroom materials.

Essay relies on partial use of classroom notes.
	Good use of classroom materials.

Evidence is drawn effectively from classroom notes but not from wider reading.
	Wider evidence is used illustratively.

Evidence is also used from wider reading (e.g. quotes, historiography, statistics), but is taken at face value.
	Wider evidence is used critically.

Evidence is also used from wider reading, and its reliability is questioned
	

	Style (bonus marks
	+1 mark:

Stylistic qualities are particularly good (vocabulary, phrasing, grammar)
	 +1 mark:

Footnotes are included as per requirements for EEs / Internal Assessments.
	+1 mark:

A bibliography is included as per requirements for EEs / Internal Assessments.
	+1 mark:

Historiography is explicitly included in the form of quotes
	

	Other comments: The minimum word count for a classroom essay is 1500 words. Anything less than this will automatically be docked 2 marks from the total according to this marksheet.


