SPANISH ARMADA ‘RUNNER’ EXERCISE

	1. September 1587: Sir Francis Drake has launched a daring raid on the coast of Spain at a port called Cadiz, calling this “singeing the King of Spain’s beard”.
	2. November 1587: Drake has captured some of Philip’s valuable supply ships, and a galleon carrying a million pounds’ worth of treasure!

	3. January 1588: Philip has responded by organising an invasion force of 30,000 troops and gathering a massive fleet of 130 ships. 
	4. March 1588: News has just come in that half of Philip’s land troops, led by the Duke of Parma, have died of disease, including the head of the navy! 

	5. May 1588: Philip has selected as his new Admiral the Duke of Medina Sidonia – who is an experienced foot-soldier but goes sick every time he goes to sea! 
	6. June 1588: Philip has launched 130 ships to invade England, but they have been caught in a terrible storm and have returned to the North coast of Spain.

	7. 19th July: An English fishing boat has spotted the Armada heading towards England! Beacons have been lit on every hilltop from one end of the country to another to sound the alert!
	8. 20th July: The Armada has sailed past Plymouth; Drake and Lord Howard are in charge of the navy but have not sent out any ships because the wind is against them. Drake is playing bowls instead!

	9. 27th July 1588: The Armada has been spotted docking in Calais for supplies and waiting impatiently for news from the Spanish Army led by The Duke of Parma. 
	10. 3rd August: The wind has changed direction, and Drake has headed after the Armada. He is meeting with little success because the massive half-moon formation is impossible to break up.

	11. 6th August: Genius! Drake set fire to some of his own ships and sent them into the Armada – in a panic they have broken formation and are scattering up the North Sea! 
	12. 8th August: After a battle at Gravelines, the ships are chasing each other up the North Sea; a massive gale is blowing up and the English ships are headed home – not a single one has been lost!

	13. September 15th: Reports are coming through that a number of Spanish ships have been spotted running aground off the coasts of Scotland and Ireland
	14. October 20th: The surviving ships of the Armada have returned to Spain. Less than half of the ships have made it back safely.


Task: “Using the information that you got from the runner exercise, explain why you think that the Spanish Armada failed”

